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Theatre Discipline Assessment Plan for Academic Year 2013-14
Submitted by Ray Schultz, Discipline Coordinator
Pursuant to the UMM Action Plan on Assessment the Theatre Discipline intends to
pursue the following plan for assessment for this academic year:
--Per the Assessment Committee’s directive that all syllabi should include “a statement
regarding how the course intersects with the Student Learning Outcomes,” the discipline
has complied with this request for Fall 2013 classes and will do so for Spring 2014
classes. Faculty have forwarded electronic copies of Fall 2013 syllabi to the Humanities
Division office and will do the same in Spring 2014.
--The Discipline will focus on three classes to gauge the effectiveness of two of the four
general areas of learning outcomes: (1) Knowledge of Human Cultures and the Physical
and Natural World (through core studies in the liberal arts areas of the arts, history and
humanities; in depth study of a particular field; and engagement with big questions); and
(2) Capacity for Integrative Learning (including synthesis and advanced accomplishment
through co- and extra-curricular activities; application of knowledge and skills to new
settings and progressively more complex problems; and skills for sustained learning and
personal development).
Pursuant to #1, for Th 3101, the World Theatre History and Literature I course, a pre-test
to determine student knowledge of theatre history will be administered prior to initial
instruction. Future mid-term and final exams will test to ascertain if students have indeed
gained and/or retained essential knowledge of important facts and concepts with regard to
theatre history.
Pursuant to #2, for Th 2101 and Th 3201, the Fundamentals of Directing and Advanced
Acting courses, students will be assessed as to their capacity for integrative learning. In
the case of Th 2101, students will be administered a pre-course assessment quiz to test
their knowledge and retention of key concepts that are taught in one of Th 2101’s prerequisite courses, Th 1111, Fundamentals of Acting, since one goal of Fundamentals of
Directing is to teach students to apply knowledge and skills to new settings and in more
complex and sophisticated ways. Similarly, in Th 3201, Advanced Acting, students are
expected to build on previously acquired skills in both classroom and extra-curricular
settings (i.e., discipline productions). To that end, before the beginning of formal
instruction, students will be asked to provide a written analysis and “scoring” of a piece
of dramatic text to form a baseline response with regard to the effectiveness of
determining and explaining a character’s beats of dramatic action. Subsequent class
assignments will require students to analyze dramatic text, and the instructor will
evaluate if the student’s “fluency” of such analysis has increased, particularly in the
quality of written and oral responses to questions about characters’ “tactics” and “goals,”
two essential concepts to practice and master in the acting process.
To date, pre-instruction assessment has been completed for all three classes.

